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The Strand Group’s government-partnered teaching modules bring 
together past and present practitioners to blend the theory and practice 

of working at the heart of British Government. 

All modules are taught over ten weeks in two-hours interactive lecture-
seminars, with assessment via a marked essay and a 1-1 session with the 

module teacher.  

The modules are free-standing credit bearing modules. Officials taking 
the modules will be enrolled as students and receive accreditation for 
the modules they take. Module credits can be used to build towards a 

full masters degree.



The Treasury and an Introduction to Economic 
History – in Partnership with HM Treasury

This module  examines the role and actions of the 
Treasury and its Chancellors since the Second 
World War up to the present day, through the 
context of the British economy. Officials will gain 
unprecedented insight into the theory and practice of 
British economic policy since the Second World 
War from those who have dealt with it first hand. 
The module is led by  Dr Jon Davis  and co-taught 
weekly by  former Shadow Chancellor and Chief 
Economic Adviser to the Treasury Ed Balls.

A wider teaching panel includes former Permanent Secretary to the Treasury Lord Macpherson 
of Earl’s Court; current Treasury officials Chief Economic Adviser, Clare Lombardelli and 
Deputy Director Debt & Reserves Management, Mario Pisani; Senior Economics Commentator 
for The Observer, William Keegan; and Catherine MacLeod, former special adviser to Chancellor 
Alistair Darling. Prominent guest speakers further supplement the teaching panel, and provide 
specific expertise and insights on relevant weeks. In previous years, guests have included former 
Chancellors Gordon Brown, Lord Clarke, Lord Darling, Lord Lawson, George Osborne and 
Sajid Javid and experienced guests including Lord Burns, Rupert Harrison, Sir John Kingman, 
Eleanor Shawcross Wolfson, Baroness Vadera and Lord Willetts.  

The ‘Permanent Secretary’s essay prize’ will be awarded by the current Permanent Secretary to 
the Treasury for his favourite essay and the winner will be invited to discuss the essay in HM 
Treasury. 

This ten week module will take place from Friday 1st October 2021, 12.00-14.00. 

Autumn 2021



The History of the Prime Minister 1945–1979 – in 
partnership with No. 10 Downing St

The ‘Cabinet Secretary’s essay prize’ will be awarded by the current Cabinet Secretary for 
his favourite essay from this module and ‘The History of the Prime Minister 1979–2019’. The 
winner will be invited to discuss the essay in No.10 Downing Street. 

This ten week module module will take place from Friday 1 October 2021, 09.00-11.00.  

Autumn 2021

This module, run in partnership 
with No. 10 Downing Street, 
examines how British Prime 
Ministers governed in the years 
1945-1979.  

The modules are led by Dr Jon 
Davis, alongside co-teacher & 
Researcher in Residence at No.10 
Downing Street and Dr Michelle 
Clement. Special attention is 
given to the memoirs and diaries 

of the prime ministers, cabinet ministers and senior officials involved in managing the 
central machinery of government, as well as first-hand testimony from a selection of highly-
relevant and high profile guests.  

In previous years classes take place within No. 10 Downing Street itself, and guest speakers 
have included the Prime Minister’s Principal Private Secretary and Deputy Principal 
Private Secretary, Lord Hennessy of Nympsfield, former Cabinet Secretary Lord Wilson 
of Dinton and the authors and journalists John Rentoul (The Independent's chief political 
commentator) and Andrew Gimson (Author of Gimson's Presidents; Gimson's PMs; Gimson's 
Kings & Queens; Boris - The Making of the Prime Minister.) 



This module looks at the recent 
history and government of 
London. It asks how best to 
run a globally-competitive 
‘world city’ such as London, 
exploring issues from transport 
and housing to managing the 
city's economy and relations 
with central government.

Taught by Dr Jack Brown, the module makes great use of practitioner-led teaching, with 
officials getting a chance to engage directly with key London leaders. Special guests have 
included: Sadiq Khan, current Mayor of London; Cressida Dick, Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police; Sir Peter Hendy, former TfL Commissioner and chair of Network Rail; 
Lord Udny-Lister, formerly Boris Johnson’s Chief Strategic Adviser and Mayoral Chief of 
Staff; Ken Livingstone, former Mayor of London; Catherine McGuinness, Chair of the Policy 
and Resources Committee at City of London Corporation, and many more. Alongside 
seminars at King’s, classes have also taken place at City Hall, the City of London’s ancient 
Guildhall, and on the 30th floor of One Canada Square in Canary Wharf. 

The ‘Mayor of London’s Prize’ will be awarded by the current Mayor of London for his 
favourite essay from this module. The winner will receive the title and a message from the 
Mayor of London himself. 

This ten week module will take place from Thursday 30 September 2021, 11.00-13.00. 

London: History and Governance

Autumn 2021



Spring 2022

The History of the Prime Minister 1979 2019 – in 
partnership with No. 10 Downing St

The ‘Cabinet Secretary’s essay prize’ will be awarded by the current Cabinet Secretary for 
his favourite essay from this module and ‘The History of the Prime Minister 1945–1979’. The 
winner will be invited to discuss the essay in No.10 Downing Street. 

This ten week module will take place from Friday 21st January 2022, 10.00-12.00. 

T h i s M A m o d u l e , r u n i n 
partnership with No. 10 Downing 
Street, examines how British 
Prime Ministers governed in the 
years 1979-2019.  

The modules are led by Dr Jon 
Davis, alongside co-teacher Dr 
Miche l le Clement . Spec ia l 
attention is given to the memoirs 
and diaries of the prime ministers, 

cabinet ministers and senior officials involved in managing the central machinery of 
government, as well as first-hand testimony from a selection of highly-relevant and high 
profile guests.  

In previous years classes have taken place within No. 10 Downing Street itself, and guest 
speakers have included former Prime Ministers Tony Blair, David Cameron, Theresa May 
and the Cabinet Secretary Simon Case. 



The Blair Years

This module examines how Tony Blair’s New Labour 
Governments from 1997-2007 governed at the highest level. The 
module convenor, Dr Michelle Clement, co-teaches with the 
authors of Heroes or Villains?: The Blair Government Reconsidered, Dr Jon 
Davis  and John Rentoul, Chief Political Commentator for The 
Independent.  

The seminars see a wide range of prominent participants from 
government and the civil service invited to speak and to field 
questions. In addition to Tony Blair himself on two occasions 
guests have also included Lord Adonis, Ed Balls, Lord Blunkett, 
Alastair Campbell, Anji Hunter, Baroness Jay, Lord Mandelson, 
Baroness Morgan, Lord Wilson of Dinton, Charles Clarke, Lord 
Macpherson, Sir David Normington, Lord Blunkett, Lord 
O’Donnell, and Sir Kevin Tebbit.  

Spring 2022

This 10 week module will take place from Monday 17th January 2022, 14.00-16.00. 



Further information

Contact

To let us know if you would like to take a module, or for any further questions and 
information please email or call Martin Stolliday.  

martin.stolliday@kcl.ac.uk  
07595356696 


